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Press Release:

Helsinki, 2 Dacember 2008 ECHA/PR/0B/54

COMPANIES SUBMITTED OVER 2 MILLION PRE-REGISTRATIONS BY THE DEADLINE

The six-month REACH pre-registration period closed on 1 December at midnight.
EU/EEA-based companies submitted well over two million pre-registrations covering
more than 100 000 substances. ECHA is currently processing and verifying the validity
of the remaining unprocessed files. The list of pre-registered substances will be
published on the ECHA website by 1 January 2009. Companies that have failed to pre-
register cannot continue manufacturing or importing their substance until they have
submitted a full registration dossijer,

ECHA's Executive Director Geert Dancet said: “Pre-registration was an enormous
success for ECHA. We managed fo upgrade the REACH-IT system continuously
throughout the six month period despite the exponential growth in the number of pre-
registrations during the final wesks before the deadline. Having virtually all pre-
registrations submitted in REACH-IT will permit a timely publication of the List of Pre-
registered Substances and a swiff start of data sharing.”

The REACH pre-registration period which started on 1 June was closed at midnight (GMT)
yesterday 1 December. Half of the submissions arrived during the last three weeks. The
rapid increase in the number of concurrent users during peak hours from less than 2 000
until October to over 4 000 in late November forced ECHA to add capacity to the REACH-IT
system and increase its speed several times. Yestarday, pre-registration via web form was
enabled as a back-up procedure to ensure that even in the unlikely event of a last-minuta
unavailability of REACH-IT companies could continue their submissions,

For the lasl two weeks of the pre-registration perod (17 November - 1 December) ECHA
offered enhanced helpdesk assistance to companies that still needed help with thair pre-
registrations, Companies located in the EU/EEA submitted about 2 500 pre-registration-
related guestions. ECHA's helpdesk resolved them in time by email or by phone so that
companies could pre-register by the deadline.



The curent statistics show that ECHA recelved over 2.2 million pre-registrations from
companies manufacturing in or importing chemicals to the EU and EEA countries {lceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway). A preliminary breakdown by country of pre-registrations and of
companies that submitted pre-registrations Is attached.

ECHA received about fifteen times more pre-registrations than expected. This was mainly
caused by several companies submitting all existing substances and precautionary double
pre-registrations of the same substance in a supply chain by many companies. The final
numbers for pre-registrations and substances will be announced when ECHA publishes the
List of Pre-registered Substances later this month. By that time, ECHA expects to have
validated the remaining unprocessed pre-registrations and identified company information
which appears to be incorrect or inaccurate; consequently ECHA will only be able to re-open
the pre-SIEF functionality later than initially planned.

After Pre-registration

Companies that have pre-registered their substances will benefit from the staggered
registration deadlines (2010, 2013 or 2018) for their substances. Their next REACH
abligation is to start data sharing in Substance Information Exchange Forums (SIEFs) after
ECHA will have published the List of Pre-registered Substances. Companies may organise
their data-sharing as they consider most appropriate. Some industry associations have tools
ready to assist the data-sharing.

Companies starting to manufacture or import a substance at or above one tonne per year
after 1 December for first time can benefit from late pre-registration provisions. This provision
does not apply to those companies that have failed to meet the pre-registration deadline.
Such companies cannot continue manufacturing or importing the substance until they have
submitted a full registration dossier and paid the registration fee.

Further Information

Press Memo Pre-registration, Data Submission fo ECHA and REACH providas background
information on pre-registration and what companies need to do after it. The memo can be
accessed at:

hitp:fiecha europa.euldoc/pressiprass memo2 en 20080603 pdf

Pre-registration web pages contain basic information in 22 EU languages on the differant
phases of pre-registration: preparation, account creation, submission, pre-SIEF, SIEF and
registration as well as guidance and legislative references. The pages can be accessed at:

hitp:fecha.suropa. re-ragistration en.as

ECHA website: http.//echa europa eu




ATTACHMENT:

A preliminary country breakdown of pre-registrations and companies that submitted
pre-registrations. (1 December 2008)

Country Pre-registrations Companies
AUSTRIA 32 353 853
BELGIUM 65 449 ~i%o8
BULGARIA B 057 715

“C_YPRLJE 2 060 241
CZECH REPUBLIC 26364 941
DENMARK 22 185 468
ESTONIA 21950 153
FINLAND 32910 1388

FRANCE 247 099 4 409
GERMANY 669 586 8 655
GREECE 9120 535
HUNGARY B 13740 63 |
ICELAND 137 a8
IRELAND 43306 3262
TALY 107 796 7638
LATVIA 2890 189
LIECHTENSTEIN 3051 g a8
LITHUANIA 3965 7]
LUXEMBOURG 2708 138
sk E—— — .
NETHERLANDS 126 565 5026
NORWAY 6911 393
POLAND 173307 2434

E]RTLIG AL 13 895 403
ROMAMIA ) 9739 575 |

| SLOVAKIA 27755 505
SLOVENIA 4853 234
SPAIN a 80 980 2632

-“SWEDEN 34 345 1275
UNITED KINGDD!_'H'I 418753 22227
TOTAL 2 212129 65 655
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